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IGth, The patient was suddenly seized with intense pain in the chest, which 
was particularly severe at the base of the rijjht lung, and extended up towards 
the axilla. The respiration throughout the right lung was bronchial, and there 
was dullness on percussion over the lower ribs; respiration was short, hurried, 
and laborious; pulse HO; the aneurismal tumour hud suddenly disappeared on 
the 15th at the time of the attack. 

17M. Slight abatement in the symptoms. 

18 th. The patient experienced a sensation near the superior part of the chest 
as if a fluid was passing from the pleuritic cavity into that ot the aneurismal 
tumour, and upon auscultation a plashing sound was heard at every inspiration, 
the noise resembling that produced by shaking water in a closed vessel; respi¬ 
ration still bronchial, though not so hurried and painful, and the dullness on 
percussion is perceived over a larger extent of surface than previously; respira¬ 
tion is likewise bronchial in the left lung. On the 19th he continued nearly in 
tiie same state, and on the 20th died. 

Autopsy. —Wound completely cicatrized. The subclavian artery terminated 
abruptly at the outer margin of the scalenus muscle, where the ligature had 
been applied, its caliber being closed by a mass of solid fibrine, one-third ot an 
inch in length, which adhered firmly to the lining membrane, and thus afforded 
an efiectuaf barrier to the passage of the blood. Between this and the thyroid 
axis the vessel was occupied by a dark coagulum, which was unadherent. Be¬ 
yond the point of ligature the artery hod a rough, ragged appearance, and was 
sufficiently pervious to admit of the ready passage ot a small probe into the 
aneurismal sac. The aneurismal tumour was of about the volume of a mode¬ 
rate sized orange, its walls varied in thickness from half a line to the eighth of 
an inch, and its interior communicated by an oval aperture, one inch and three 
quarters in length by an inch and a half in width, with the pleuritic cavity; it 
was situated between the first and second ribs, and was obviously the result ot 
ulcerative absorption. Both ribs were denuded of their periosteum immediately 
around the opening, and the serous membrane had a shreddy, ragged aspect. 
The r’mht thoracic cavity contained nearly three quarts of bloody looking serum, 
intermixed with flakes of lymph and laminated clots, the latter of which were 
of a reddish brown colour, and had evidently been lodged originally in the 
aneurismal sac. The pleura was highly inflamed, and the right lung was 
oreatly reduced in volume, from the compression of the effused fluid, lhe 
heart and pericardium were sound, and none of the arteries appeared to have 
been affected by disease.— JVestern Journ. of Med. and Surg June 1811. 

Appended to the history of his patient, Professor Gross has presented antn- 
terestino- summary of some of the cases, twenty-six in number, in which liga¬ 
ture of the subclavian has been performed. Of these twenty-six, seventeen, or 
nearly two-thirds were cured. The most extensive researches hitherto pub- 
lished on the subject, have shown the mortality attendant upon operations for 
aneurisms of the great arteries, by Hunter’s method, to he one in three, winch 
is the same rate of success as that furnished by the summary of Dr. Gross. 
The analysis, however, of a -larger number of cases of operation on the sub¬ 
clavian, goes to support the view commonly entertained by surgeons, of the 
greater danger after ligature of this than of the other great arteries. In a table 
of forty-nine cases which has been published, twenty-three, or nearly one-half, 
were fatal, and we possess a resume of upwards of fifty histories, in which the 
operation has been done, and which does not include several of the fatal case* 
in the above mentioned class, that makes the number of deaths nearly as great. 
We omit the summary of Dr. Gross, having it in contemplation hereafter to 
furnish a more full tabular statement of the cases we have collected.—G. W. IN* 

Newspaper publications of Surgical Operations. —A correspondent of the JSew 
York Medical Gazette , inquires whether the practice, adopted by some Surgeons 
of publishing or allowing to be published in the newspapers, accounts of their 
operations, is not objectionable, and contrary to the spirit of our laws regulating 
medical ethics? 
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The affirmative of this question seems to us to be so firmly established, that it 
has struck us with surprise that it should be, by any one, considered as a doubt¬ 
ful point. We are fully aware that the course of certain members of the pro¬ 
fession has not been in accordance with such a view of the subject, but we pre¬ 
sumed they have been regarded by the more honourable portion of their brethren 
as violators of the settled code of medical ethics, and that they themselves had 
knowingly infringed it, and acted in defiance of its requisitions. Since the 
point has however been mooted we transter to our pages the answer of our co- 
temporary, the propriety of which we entirely endorse, and in confirmation ot 
the correctness of the sentiments expressed, we refer to the resolutions adopted 
at a meeting of the East of England Association, and which will be found at p. 
512 of this Number. 

« In reply to the queries of our highly respectable correspondent, we have no 
hesitation in declaring our opinion, that the practice alluded to is 4 objectionable 
and contrary to the rules of medical ethics.’ The sentiments of the better 
class of the profession, have always been decidedly opposed to it, and those who 
pursue it must not be surprised if they are coldly looked upon by their brethren, 
and by them and by the public confounded with the mass of advertising charla¬ 
tans, who have passed the harrier which separates the modest exercise ot a sci¬ 
entific calling from tiie venal practice of the shameless empiric. 1 ublications 
of this kind are open to suspicion, which no disclaimers or denials will remove, 
of beino- obtained for the purpose of notoriety and self-aggrandizement. Neither 
the public nor the profession will he so simple as to believe, that the editora ot 
political journals would insert puffs ol this sort unless in some way prompted 
to it by the party to be benefited. From suspicions of this kind, the sensitive 
mind shrinks back with abhorrence. The man of true professional honour, will 
sedulously strive to keep himself in all such matters, not only free from fault, 
but, obviously and incontestably, above all suspicion. Such an one will care¬ 
fully 4 avoid the appearance of evil.’ And if there are those who, desiring to 
retain their respectability—yet from the lack of professional .delicacy, or, from 
an uncontrollable thirst for notoriety, have allowed themselves to he seduced 
into such practices, let them be assured that though notoriety may be attained 
in this way, fame never can. The artifice is easily seen through by the profes¬ 
sion, and soon will be by the public; and then will the performers of these 
4 novel operations,’ ‘extraordinary surgical feats,’ &c., find themselves re- 
duced to the level of the more open and shameless, but not more culpable, 
advertising venders of panaceas, pills, and nostrums. 

» The history of many persons who have pursued this course among us, attests 
the truth of these observations. In this, and every other country, the reign of 
puffery and self-glorification is short. Those who have risen to the highest 
rank in onr profession—the Rushes, Physicks, Coopers, Lrodtes of their day 
have done so, by steadily and industriously pursuing the open, honourable path 
of professional competition, suffering no inducement to tempt them to stray lor 
a moment from the strict line of propriety. Tins practice must be, and we are 
confident will he, frowned upon by lire profession, Lpon this ground, all the 
honourable men in the profession should unite, and strive by every means in 
their power, to bring about the time when, in the language which we have once 
before quoted from the London Lancet, ‘ no greater condemnation can attach 
itself to a medical man , than to have his name vaunted ami las deeds praised, in the 
ignorant effusions of political journals? 


Poh/pus Uteri removed bi/ excision. —Professor C. R. Gilman lias reported in 
our cotemporary, the XcmVark 1Medical Gazette, (August 10,1811,) the follow¬ 
ing case of polypus uteri, in which he practised excision with entire success. 

« Man 29 1811.—1 was requested by Dr. M Comb to see a German female, 

Mrs M-_—, aued 33—married three or four months. Before seeing her, I 

received the following history of her case:—Mrs. .M. enjoyed very good health, 
and was rather robust till about eight months ago, when the menses began to 
be very profuse, continuing for six or eight days, and during all that tune very 



